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PRINCIPAL MESSAGEPRINCIPAL MESSAGE
FEBRUARY IS BLACK HISTORY MONTH

Dear Families,

February was designated as National Black History Month in 1986 when Congress passed Public

Law 99-244. This was followed by President Reagan's Proclamation stating the purpose of Black

History Month is "to make all Americans aware of this struggle from freedom and equal opportunity"

(Library of Congress and Anti-Racism Daily).

In honor of this important month, Bel Aire students will engage in a variety of learning opportunities

that explore meaningful Black contributions as well as issues of historic and current issues of social

justice.

We are curating an extraordinary number of high-quality resources, and I would like to share some

with families:

BLACK HISTORY MONTH RESOURCES

Black History Month Interactive PDF

http://belairefamilies.weebly.com/news-archives.html
http://belairefamilies.weebly.com/pta.html
http://belairefamilies.weebly.com/foundation.html
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/STATUTE-100/pdf/STATUTE-100-Pg6.pdf
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/proclamation-5443-national-black-afro-american-history-month-1986
https://www.loc.gov/law/help/commemorative-observations/african-american.php
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13JeBvYY-aUquLwa2X9dUrkC8ROsBQlq5aG2-9WwkjqY/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fQIQfHhow19NcoL64oejU148HmluYxhj/view?usp=drive_web
https://www.reedschools.org/Domain/103
https://www.reedschools.org/Page/434
http://www.foundationforreedschools.com/
https://www.reedschools.org/Page/434
https://www.reedschools.org/Domain/103
http://www.foundationforreedschools.com/


An interactive PDF created by Ross Valley Charter parents, staff and community members

Washington Post Black History Month Site

Collection of resources, organized by topic and updated throughout the month of February

28 Days of Black History

A virtual exhibition of 28 works that celebrate Black legacy in the U.S.

(delivered via email each evening at 5 PM )

And just in case you missed it the first time I shared it, I have found that the Anti-Racism DailyAnti-Racism Daily is one

of the best new resources for anyone looking to learn more about how to engage as an anti-racist.

You can choose to receive a clear, short, informative email (with action steps!) daily or as a weekly
digest.

SIGN-UP HERE | ANTI-RACISM DAILYSIGN-UP HERE | ANTI-RACISM DAILY

Sincerely,

Lexie Cala
Bel Aire Principal

☞ IMPORTANT DATES ☜

EVERY FRIDAY EVERY FRIDAY | SPIRIT WEAR DAY

FEBRUARY 15 - 19 | FEBRUARY 15 - 19 | NO SCHOOL • MID-WINTER BREAK 

FEBRUARY 22 - 26 | FEBRUARY 22 - 26 | DISTANCE LEARNING (PHASE 1 SCHEDULE)

MARCH 17 | MARCH 17 | PICTURE DAY MAKE-UP

★  SPECIALIST MONTHY UPDATE  ★

The monthly Specialist update is here! Take a look:

JANUARY SPECIALIST UPDATEJANUARY SPECIALIST UPDATE

♥ VALENTINE'S UPDATE  ♥

As another entry in the long list of COVID-based disappointments, Marin Public Health has advised

schools to avoid any exchange of paper valentines this year.

I know this is disappointing, as it's a holiday favorite, but o ur incredible Bel Aire PTA is preparing to

https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/interactive/2021/02/01/black-history-month-2021/?itid=hp_dontmiss
https://www.28daysofblackhistory.com/
https://www.antiracismdaily.com/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=share
https://www.antiracismdaily.com/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=share
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OLZ5990kJaJLDqrFhjevE7qIbFdPPuHboGWZfpcHcvQ/edit


share a special treat and holiday craft for each classroom.

� UPDATED COVID HEALTH GUIDANCE �
UPDATED TIER 1 DECISION TREEUPDATED TIER 1 DECISION TREE

With Marin's transition to Tier 1 (Purple/Widespread), Marin Public Health has revised the Safety

Decision Tree for Schools:

UPDATED DECISION TREEUPDATED DECISION TREE

Here is a summary of changes:

Modified Symptoms List for Under 18Modified Symptoms List for Under 18

New symptoms have been added as not requiring testing for students under 18:
headache (headache (newnew))
nausea (nausea (newnew))
vomiting (vomiting (newnew))
congestion
runy nose
body ache
fatigue

Students under 18, with any of the above symptoms, are able to return to school after 24 hours24 hours

without anyany symptomssymptoms. Note that if a nurse suspects COVID, we may require them to be evaluated by
a healthcare provider and/or be COVID tested prior to their return.

Definition of High-Risk ActivityDefinition of High-Risk Activity

Quarantine after high-risk activity high-risk activity is still recommend, but the definition of high-risk activity high-risk activity is now

defined as:
any indoorindoor household mixing
outdoor gatherings of more than 3 households
out-of-state travel

Reminder to Stay SafeReminder to Stay Safe

It is important to remember that COVID is still circulating widely in our community, so please continue

to practice safety measures (masking, distancing, hand hygiene), and avoid high-risk activities.

� IMPORTANT SAFETY REMINDERS �
DROP-OFF & PICK-UPDROP-OFF & PICK-UP

I continue to be impressed with how well families are following the long list of safety protocols. Below

are are a couple reminders for drop-off and pick-up to protect the safety or our little ones and show

respect to our neighbors.

PLEASE:PLEASE:

✓ Designate a pick-up and drop-off area that is not immediately in front of the point of entry or aDesignate a pick-up and drop-off area that is not immediately in front of the point of entry or a

https://www.marinschools.org/cms/lib/CA01001323/Centricity/Domain/154/Tier1.Purple.COVID19DecisionTree.EnglishSpanish.1.27.21.pdf


crosswalk.crosswalk. These are areas with the most pedestrian traffic.

✘ Avoid parking or stopping in front of driveways. Avoid parking or stopping in front of driveways. Even for a quick drop-off, it is important that we all

agree to use legal parking spaces only.

✘ Do not park or stop in the middle of the street. Do not park or stop in the middle of the street. Please pull all the way over in a legal parking

space.

✘ Avoid u-turns in or near a crosswalk.Avoid u-turns in or near a crosswalk.  It is best to avoid u-turns all together, but if it can't be

avoided, please do so safely and far away from pedestrian traffic. It's important to remember that the
behavior of our younger ones is often unpredictable.

✘ Do not park at a stop sign. Do not park at a stop sign. This makes it difficult for drivers behind you to proceed, and it blocks

the view ahead of you which could include a child walking across the street.

FACILITY UPDATE
BEL AIRE'S GAGA PITBEL AIRE'S GAGA PIT

We are in the process of removing the Gaga Pit from the playground that has not been in use since

last March. This game has regularly resulted in conflicts and required adult supervision. We have also

learned that this area is often used after dark by teens since it provides a space with limited visibility.

You may recall that we re-painted the gaga pit in 2018 after finding anti-Semitic and offensive graffiti

on the inside. Recent weather had caused the newer paint to fade, and some of the graffiti images

were beginning to reappear. Initially, we planned to replace a couple boards, but upon further

consideration of the aforementioned issues, we have decided to remove the pit completely.

✎  PLEASE REMIND YOUR STUDENTS ✎
BEL AIRE STUDENT WELLNESS SURVEYBEL AIRE STUDENT WELLNESS SURVEY

I sent a reminder email via Alma today asking students to complete the wellness survey (and I cc-ed

parents). Please remind your students to complete this important survey by Friday as we would like

to know how they're doing.

BEL AIRE STUDENT WELLNESS LINKBEL AIRE STUDENT WELLNESS LINK

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe-x-mWe81hesnKnkgm1xcPCZv9Q1Lj-cNTjejEAxQIF2mfoA/viewform


YEARBOOKS ARE ON SALE NOW!
We are excited to announce the opening of sales for the 2020-21 Bel Aire yearbook! 

Things will look a bit different this year but we know that kids (and parents too!) will love having a way

to remember a year that none of us will forget. 

Books are $20 each.  

PURCHASE A BEL AIRE YEARBOOKPURCHASE A BEL AIRE YEARBOOK

 This year, we will need some help from our community to collect photos! This year, we will need some help from our community to collect photos! 

We would love pictures of your kids heading off to school or distance learning at home. 

Please submit photos to:

Megan Pirsch at meganpirsch@gmail.com or
Jen Feldman at j.feld09@gmail.com.  

BEL AIRE SPIRIT WEAR
VALENTINE'S OFFER ENDS FEBRUARY 8THVALENTINE'S OFFER ENDS FEBRUARY 8TH

Roses are Red.
Bel-Aire Spirit is Gold and BlueBel-Aire Spirit is Gold and Blue..

Order SpiritWear by Feb 8th,
and PTA will drop it off, contactless for you! 

That’s right - contact-free delivery to your door! That’s right - contact-free delivery to your door! 

 

Looking for a gift for your Bel-Aire sweetheart. Look no further. Bel-Aire PTA is selling their

trendy flannel pajamas and other SpiritWear merchandiseSpiritWear merchandise  for Valentines day. If you order

before February 8, PTA will drop off the merchandise at your door by February 14. Order yours

today. Inventory is running out fast.

https://www.schoolpay.com/pay/for/BEL-AIRE-SCHOOL-Yearbook-202021/SbMNuPF
mailto:j.feld09@gmail.com
https://www.schoolpay.com/parent/mip/MdyA
https://www.schoolpay.com/parent/mip/MdyA
https://www.schoolpay.com/parent/mip/MdyA


ORDER BEL AIRE SPIRIT WEARORDER BEL AIRE SPIRIT WEAR

2021 PTA NOMINATION COMMITTEE2021 PTA NOMINATION COMMITTEE

It's the last week to vote for your 2021 PTA Nomination CommitteeIt's the last week to vote for your 2021 PTA Nomination Committee

Thank you PTA members for your votes, and to all the candidates for volunteering to serve.

The following individuals have been elected to this year’s Nominating Committee:The following individuals have been elected to this year’s Nominating Committee:

 

Allison Hart

Kristen Hole

Amy Kaufman

Isabelle Schuman

Michelle Wilson

 

Angela Jorgensen will serve as alternate.

The Nominating Committee will meet over the next several weeks to develop a slate of PTA officers

for the 2021-2022 school year. Open positions include District President, District Secretary, Bel Aire

Site Chair, and Treasurers at all three schools. If you are interested in one of these leadership

positions, please contact any of the Nominating Committee members or

rusdptasecretary@gmail.com.

https://www.schoolpay.com/parent/mip/MdyA


★ DONATE TODAYDONATE TODAY ★

�  IMPORTANT LINKS IMPORTANT LINKS �
POPULAR LINKSPOPULAR LINKS

BEL AIRE ATTENDANCE

NEWSLETTER ARCHIVE

BEL AIRE FAMILY RESOURCES

BEL AIRE WEBSITE 

BEL AIRE CALENDAR

RUSD WEBSITE 

RUSD CALENDAR

HEALTH & SAFETYHEALTH & SAFETY
BEL AIRE COVID UPDATES

RUSD RESPONSE TO COVID

DISASTER PREPAREDNESS

EMERGENCY STUDENT PICK-UP

PARTICIPATE &PARTICIPATE &

SUPPORTSUPPORT
DONATE TO F4RS 

F4RS WEBSITE 

BEL AIRE PTA 
 RUSD PTA  

PURCHASE SPIRITWEAR

CHOICELUNCH

https://www.foundationforreedschools.com/how-much-do-i-donate
https://www.reedschools.org/domain/564
http://belairefamilies.weebly.com/news-archives.html
http://belairefamilies.weebly.com/
https://www.reedschools.org/Page/11
https://www.reedschools.org/Page/12#calendar2002/20201118/month
https://www.reedschools.org/
https://www.reedschools.org/Page/2#calendar1622/20201118/month
https://www.reedschools.org/Page/2#calendar1622/20201118/month
http://belairefamilies.weebly.com/covid-updates.html
https://www.reedschools.org/domain/698
https://www.reedschools.org/cms/lib/CA01001640/Centricity/Domain/198/RUSD Disaster Preparedness  17-18.pdf
http://www.reedschools.org//cms/lib/CA01001640/Centricity/Domain/537/emergency_pick-up_for_parents.pdf
http://www.foundationforreedschools.com/donations-1
http://www.foundationforreedschools.com/
https://www.reedschools.org/Page/434
https://www.reedschools.org/Domain/103
https://www.reedschools.org/Domain/103
https://www.reedschools.org/Page/1944
https://www.choicelunch.com/

